The genus Cnidoscolus, a species rich genus in the Americas, has been introduced in the Philippines. A cultivar of Cnidoscolus aconitifolius is used as vegetable and has been collected from gardens in Manila and Pasay City and two times near Cebu City. It cannot be excluded that it has escaped cultivation there, but the species does not appear to be invasive.
INTRODUCTION
Cnidoscolus Pohl is a genus new to Malesia. It is used in the Philippines as vegetable, but was found outside cultivation near Cebu City. Therefore, a short introduction to this vegetable and a description of the cultivar is presented comparable to the treatment of Ricinus communis L. (Van Welzen 1998) . A generic description can be found in Radcliffe-Smith (2001) .
Pohl (1827) established the genus Cnidoscolus by separating it from Jatropha L. Cnidoscolus species (67 in Govaerts et al. 2000 , but many newly described since) generally have many stinging bristle hairs, often called urticating hairs (e.g., RadcliffeSmith 2001: 273) . They lack the attractive red to purple petals of Jatropha, though the petaloid sepals are often white and showy. Subsequent authors, most importantly Müller Argoviensis (1865, 1866) and Pax (1890 Pax ( , 1910 treated Cnidoscolus as a section (Müller Argoviensis 1866) or subgenus (Pax 1890) of Jatropha. Starting with Grisebach (1864) Cnidoscolus was reinstated as genus, which was also followed by Pax & Hoffmann (1931) .
In morphology-based classifications Cnidoscolus is placed in subfamily Crotonoideae Pax tribe Manihoteae (Müll.Arg.) Pax (Webster 1994 , 2014 , Radcliffe-Smith 2001 . The molecular phylogeny of Wurdack et al. (2005) , based on rbcL and trnL-F, confirms the morphological classification, and it shows Cnidoscolus to be part of the clade 'articulated crotonoids', which also contains Manihot Mill., but which is surprisingly separate from their clade C1, which comprises Jatropha. Their sister clades C1 and C2 are in turn sister to the 'articulated crotonoids' (Wurdack et al. 2005 : f. 4), thus Jatropha is not closely related to Cnidoscolus. The most recent and still used infrageneric classification is by McVaugh (1944) .
A cultivar of one species, C. aconitifolius (Mill.) I.M.Johnst., was introduced in the Philippines, and at least four specimens are known: two specimens were collected from cultivated plants (PNH (Manuel) 18631, Steiner 1085 ), in 1954 and 1956 tively, and two others were collected more recently in the wild just outside Cebu City in 1999 and 2001 (Bicknell 1546 , 1649 . Cnidoscolus aconitifolius is one of the far less bristly species in the genus and the cultivar is used as a vegetable (label information PNH (Manuel) 18631). McVaugh (1944) classifies it in section Jussieuia (Houst.) Pax & K.Hoffm. Breckon (in Kolterman et al. 1984) calls the cultivar C. aconitifolius subsp. aconitifolius cv. 'Chayamansa' (McVaugh) Breckon. According to him it is infertile because the pollen is abnormal, which means that the specimens collected outside Cebu City likely did not escape cultivation. It is unclear whether they were planted, present on a deserted field or whether thrown away parts rooted. The lack of other collections also indicates that the species is not invasive unlike some of the introduced Jatropha species (Van Welzen et al. 2017 ). According to Fernández Casas (2007) the cultivar differs from the two wild subspecies, C. aconitifolius subsp. aconitifolius and C. aconitifolius subsp. polyanthos (Pax & K.Hoffm.) Breckon by having non-ribbed petioles when dry (vs with longitudinal ribs when dry), succulent leaf blades with flabellate, overlapping lobes (vs papery with not or hardly overlapping lobes), primary nerves raised when dry (vs nerves flat when dry); staminate flowers c. 7 mm long with a cylindrical perianth tube, producing abnormal pollen (vs staminate flowers 9-16 mm long with a conical or conical-cylindrical perianth tube, pollen viable); fruits unknown (vs present). (anonymous identification), a synonym of C. tubulosus (Müll. Arg.) I.M.Johnst. Both Jatropha names do not appear in the much later published Flora Mexicana by Sessé & Mociño (1892 -1898, of which the second edition was partly even printed earlier; not in references!).
TAXONOMIC TREATMENT
2. The figure shows the wild type of C. aconitifolius, which is fertile and of which fruits are known. The cultivar has broader, leafier leaf lobes that largely overlap.
